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Pastor’s Seminar – Back to the Bible, a Holy life & Repentance 

23/05/2015 [Sermon notes] 

 
Jeremiah 1: 1-19 & Jeremiah 2:1-25 (I will read both chapters) 

 

Introduction 

Brothers and sisters my heart is grieved at the state of what is called 

evangelicalism today. 

We look at our social troubles and blame drugs, prostitution, gangsterism and 

domestic violence. Yes… all of these are serious concerns!  

But... I am convinced that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is the only solution to all 

our social problems.  

Some of you sitting here today were drug addicts and alcoholics, perhaps 

even murderers… until the Gospel of Jesus Christ which is “the power of God 

unto salvation to them that believe” pulled you out of that way of 

destruction!  

And now society is rid of another gangster and alcoholic, because Christ 

saved you through the preaching of the Gospel! 

 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the most important message and it’s the only 

message that will save and transform a sinner’s life. 

This message has been entrusted to us… pastors! 

And if we were entrusted with such a great message than we need to walk 

worthy of such a high calling! 

 

An essential part of the message of the Gospel is the call to repent! To turn 

away from your sin towards God.  

This call for repentance is not just for those who don’t know Christ but also for 

us who claim to be born again.  

 The evidence that you are saved is that you constantly turn away from 

sin! 

 The evidence that you are probably not saved is that you cling to your 

sin and love it… and no one is going to tell you what to do! 

Unfortunately, there are many pastors that are not saved. 

 They are hirelings and not shepherds 

 They are wolves in sheep clothing 

 They walk like the world, they talk like the world 

 There is nothing Christ-like in them. 

 

I am hoping that as we look at Jeremiah that the Lord would be merciful to us 

and grant us a godly sorrow that produces a genuine repentance. 

(This is not an exegetical exposition, but I am hoping that we can draw some 

practical application from the first two chapters of Jeremiah) 
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Let us look at a few verses in Jeremiah. 

 
The Prophet Is Called  
4 Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying: 
5 " Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; Before you were born I sanctified 

you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations." 
6 Then said I: " Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, I cannot speak, for I am a youth." 
7 But the LORD said to me: " Do not say, 'I am a youth,' For you shall go to all to 

whom I send you, And whatever I command you, you shall speak. 
8 Do not be afraid of their faces, For I am with you to deliver you," says the LORD. 
9 Then the LORD put forth His hand and touched my mouth, and the LORD said 

to me: " Behold, I have put My words in your mouth. 
10 See, I have this day set you over the nations and over the kingdoms, To root 

out and to pull down, To destroy and to throw down, To build and to 
plant." 

 

 

We see in the first instance in verse 4 “Then the word of the LORD came to me” 

 It was not the word from a man 

 It was not a word that came out of his imagination 

 It was the word of the Lord! 

 

We have too many pastors that preached TBN sermons and that want to 

come up with some “new revelation” or “new season” nonsense. 

 We need to get away from the TV and get our heads in the Bible and 

our faces before God in prayer! 

 

Scripture teaches us that all Scripture is given by inspiration of God (2Tim 

3:16). 

The Bible is the word of the Lord! 

 We have too many men that calls themselves pastors but they don’t 

study this Book. 

 We have so many pastors that never even read the Bible from cover to 

cover. 

We think it’s something amazing when we hear someone read the whole 

Bible. That’s not something amazing! This is foundational! 

 You are expected to know the Word of the Lord…  

 To love the Word of the Lord… to meditate upon it day and night (Jos. 

1:8) For man shall not live by bread alone but by every word that 

proceeds from the mouth of God. (Matt. 4:4) 

Shame on you if you are a pastor and you have not read this whole book! 

You should be ashamed of yourself. 

 

There are pastors that cannot even explain to you what the Gospel is. 

A pastor once asked me: “What is the Gospel to a poor person?” 

Now I would say that it is the same to a rich person. The message never 

changes.  
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[Imagine you get the recipe to make a drug that can cure AIDS immediately, 

but if you get the ingredients wrong it gives people cancer – this is what 

many do with the gospel. They add their own ingredients to it] 

If the Gospel is the power of God unto salvation than we better get it right! 

There is only one Gospel! Whether Paul calls it “my Gospel or whether it is 

called the Gospel of the Kingdom or the Gospel of God.” It is all one Gospel. 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ! 

 

This pastor tells me that the gospel to a poor man is that he does not have to 

stay poor, but he can be rich. 

 Jesus says that we will always have the poor among us (Matt. 26:11) 

 There is nowhere in the Bible where you will find such a lie! 

People come up with these sorts of things because they do not know the 

Word of the Lord! 

The way the Word of the Lord comes to you is through reading, studying, 

meditating on the Scriptures! 

 

Verse 5 
5 " Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; Before you were born I sanctified 

you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations." 

 

In verse 5 we see the words sanctified and ordained 

The word sanctified means to set apart as holy 

 

It means that you have been set apart to do only that which God commands 

you to do. 

 You cannot do your own thing 

 You are not your own master – You’re a man under authority! 

 You have to do whatever God commands of you and preach what He 

tells you to preach. (He commands and speak to us through His Word) 

You also have to live a holy life [you have been set apart as holy] 

 A life that is not contaminated by the world’s influences 

 A life that does not love the world or the things of the world 

 A life that does not act like the world (today we hear pastors cussing 

like the world) 

 A life that is separate and that only chase after God’s approval 

 You only live for Him! Are you a man of God or a man of the people! 

 

The word ordained means to be appointed 

 

It means to be legally appointed by God for what God has called you to do. 

It is when a holy man is appointed by God for a specific calling or ministry. 

 

Notice in verse 5… you are first sanctified (set apart as holy) before you are 

ordained. 
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You can be ordained by man, but unless you have been sanctified by God 

your ordination means nothing. 

 The way you live is proof whether you are truly appointed by God 

 Are you living a God honouring life or is the name of God blasphemed 

because of you (Rom. 2:24) 

 By their fruit we shall know them. Not by your jumping and screaming 

and how much you can shake or your titles (Matt. 7:16) 

 We need men that are filled with the Holy Spirit whose lives speaks of 

purity and holiness.  

 Instead we have men with no back bone that are easily offended and 

who wants to play church. 

 If you don’t compliment them and cheer them on and shout Amen 

when they preach then they don’t feel appreciated. They seek the 

applause of people rather than God! 

This calling is not for men who act like little boys who throw their toys out the 

cot when they don’t get attention! 

Brothers... this is a high calling. The glory of God and the souls of man is at 

stake! [even your soul!] 

 

Look at verse 6… 
6 Then said I: " Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, I cannot speak, for I am a youth." 
 

This is not because of low self-esteem! 

This is because He realise how great this God is and that He can call anyone whom 

He likes (there were men greater than him). And he realised how enormously great 

the call is. - He was humbled by the call not proud! 

 
James 4:6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, "God opposes the proud, but 
gives grace to the humble." 

It means that God stands against those who are proud. He resists them like he 

resisted the devil. 

  

Today we see pastors that are filled with pride and boasting 

 They set themselves up as king over the church 

 They are not servants; they want to be served.  

 When they visit your church they want to be recognised and demand 

respect [read Matt. 23:6-10] 

 Don’t you dare call them brother… you must call them “pastor” 

 They are boastful and loves to talk about themselves and how the Lord used 

them. 

 The apostle Paul says, “I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so 

that the power of Christ may rest upon me.”- 2Cor. 12:9 

 

Tell me… Do we see this behaviour in Jesus or the apostles? 

 Jesus said that he who wants to be great must be a servant and he who 

wants to be first must be slave of all. (Matt. 20:26-28) 

 Paul called himself least of the least of saints and less than an apostle. (1Cor. 

15:9, Eph. 3:8) 

Are you greater than Jesus? Are you greater than Paul? 
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Let me ask you a question: What makes you different from anyone else? What do 

you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as 

though you did not? – 1Cor. 4:7 

Brothers… Stop with your arrogance and humble yourself before the mighty hand of 

God! (1Pet. 5:6) 

 

We need to realise that we are nothing apart from God’s grace 

 That we don’t know it all 

 That we don’t have what it takes – our sufficiency is not of ourselves 2Cor.3:5 

 That we are weak and sinful 

 That if it had not been for the grace of God you would not even be able to 

breathe. 

Isaiah 2:22  

Stop trusting in man, whose life's breath is in their nostrils. For why should they be 
given special consideration? 

 

In fact you are called to deny yourself and to pick up your cross and follow Jesus. 

(Luke 9:23) 

 

Verse 7b 

And whatever I command you, you shall speak. 
 

Today we hear pastors preaching things that have nothing to do with what the Bible 

commands. Motivational speeches! 

Some of it is clever schemes to make money off of people and then there are those 

that preach outright lies! 

 

We’ve heard pastors say that: 

 It doesn’t matter how you live as long as you believe. 

 God won’t send you to hell for Adam’s sin 

 It’s easy to be saved, just say this prayer after me. 

 Jesus already paid for your sin so it doesn’t matter how you live. 

*talk briefly on evidence of genuine conversion (1John2) & All sinned (Rom.3) 

 

Those that preach what the world wants to hear are enemies of the cross. 

 

Philippians 3:17-20 
17 Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk, as you have 

us for a pattern. 
18 For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, 

that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: 
19 whose end is destruction, whose god is their belly, and whose glory is in their 

shame --- who set their mind on earthly things. 
20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the 
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
 

Listen to what the Bible says in 1Cor 4:6 
1Cor4:6 “I have applied all these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit, 
brothers, that you may learn by us not to go beyond what is written, that none of 
you may be puffed up in favor of one against another.” 
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Let’s preach the Bible not clever invented schemes to win the applause of the world! 
14 For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who 
find it are few. – Matt 7:14 (Jesus Christ) 
Verse 9 
9 Then the LORD put forth His hand and touched my mouth, and the LORD said 

to me: " Behold, I have put My words in your mouth. 
 

 

We need men who has the hand of God upon them 

 Men whose mouth has been touch by God 

 Men that will not be afraid to speak the Word of God boldly and clearly 

 Men that will not be afraid to preach against sin, because God has 

commanded it and because they hate sin. 

 Men that does not seek the approval and applause of man like Pharisees! 

 

We need men with the word of God in their mouth 

 When they’re on the train sitting next to a stinking sweaty stranger - you have 

His word in your mouth 

 When their neighbour insults them – they have the word of God in their mouth 

 When your wife makes you mad – you have His word in your mouth 

 When you discipline your kids - you have His word in your mouth  

 When they rob you - you have His word in your mouth 

 When all else fails - you have His word in your mouth 

 

These are the type of men you find in the Bible and in the history of the church. 

That’s why they were hated and persecuted! 

It was said of Bunyan that if you stab him he would bleed Scripture! 

 

This is why in verse 19 God tells Jeremiah, “19They will fight against you, But they 
shall not prevail against you. For I am with you," says the LORD, "to deliver you." 
 
You will face opposition if you preach the Truth. 

 Why than pastor does the world love you so much? 

 Have you ever suffered shame for the sake of Christ? 

 Why does even the lost sinner say your service was blessed and uplifting? 
 
Let me jump to verse 17 
17 " Therefore prepare yourself and arise, And speak to them all that I command 

you. Do not be dismayed before their faces, Lest I dismay you before them. 
 
Therefore – [because of the greatness of the call. Because of this high calling] 

Prepare yourself [gird up your loins. Get yourself thoroughly ready for the task at 

hand] 

 

It is the same word Peter uses in 1Peter 1:13 “Therefore gird up the loins of your mind” 

 

Brothers… the reason why I have notes when I preach is because I need to prepare 

when I stand before the people of God. 

 I cannot come here and tell you whatever pops up in my imagination. 
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 I need to tell you what the Word of God says. Not my clever ideas. 

 I need to tell you what is written in this book and NOT go beyond what is 

written 1Cor4:6 

 I need to produce evidence from the Scriptures that what I say is in the Bible 

and in the right context 

I do it because I want to follow the biblical example of the prophets and apostles 

 They wrote everything down that God told them to say to the churches 

 

Jer. 30:2 “Write in a book for yourself all the words that I have spoken to you.” 

 

We need to prepare before we stand before the people of God  

You cannot come to preach whether it be a Sunday or anywhere without having 

been before God in prayer and in His Word. 

 

We still have pastors that go to church and on the parking lot they open their Bible 

and the verse their thumb falls on will be “the word of the Lord for the morning”. 

 

Really… Do you do that when you need to meet with a client or does the teacher 

that teaches your child in high school do that? If you have to do a presentation for 

your boss at work, do you also do that? 

How dare we treat the Word of the Lord like that! 

How dare we insult the people whom Jesus died for like that! 

How dare we pretend to speak for God! 

 

We will be held accountable for every word that comes from our mouths 

Don’t you fear God! 

 

Matt. 12:36 
36But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it 

in the day of judgment. 
37For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned." 
 
I’m coming to a close now. 
 
Jeremiah 2: God's Case Against Israel 
1 Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 
2 "Go and cry in the hearing of Jerusalem, saying, 'Thus says the LORD: " I 

remember you, The kindness of your youth, The love of your betrothal, When 
you went after Me in the wilderness, In a land not sown. 

3 Israel was holiness to the LORD, The firstfruits of His increase. All that devour him 
will offend; Disaster will come upon them," says the LORD.' " 

 

Pastor do you remember a time when all you desired was the Lord? 

 When you were still young in the faith 

 When Christ was more precious to you than anything the world could offer. 

 When you could pray for hours and read your Bible the whole day 

 When you could still sing “He walks with me and He talks with me” 

 You followed Him in the wilderness without complaining… it didn’t matter 

because all you wanted was Him. 

 You were holiness unto the Lord – you lived for Him alone! 
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What happened pastor? Have you forsaken your first love? 

 

Revelation 2:5 
5Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or 
else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place --- unless 
you repent. 
 

Revelation 3 
17 Because you say, 'I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing' --- 

and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked --- 
18 I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and 

white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness 
may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see. 

19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. 
 
Jeremiah 2: 
7 I brought you into a bountiful country, To eat its fruit and its goodness. But when you 

entered, you defiled My land And made My heritage an abomination. 
8 The priests did not say, 'Where is the LORD?' And those who handle the law did not know 

Me; The rulers also transgressed against Me; The prophets prophesied by Baal, And 

walked after things that do not profit. 
9 " Therefore I will yet bring charges against you," says the LORD, " And against your 

children's children I will bring charges. 
10 For pass beyond the coasts of Cyprus and see, Send to Kedar and consider diligently, 

And see if there has been such a thing. 
11 Has a nation changed its gods, Which are not gods? But My people have changed their 

Glory For what does not profit. 
12 Be astonished, O heavens, at this, And be horribly afraid; Be very desolate," says the LORD. 
13 " For My people have committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, the fountain of living 

waters, And hewn themselves cisterns --- broken cisterns that can hold no water. 

 

Oh that we would forsake our own ways and once again fear God and return to Him 

with broken spirits and contrite hearts! 

 

Daniel 9 
3 Then I set my face toward the Lord God to make request by prayer and supplications, 

with fasting, sackcloth, and ashes. 
4 And I prayed to the LORD my God, and made confession, and said, "O Lord, great and 

awesome God, who keeps His covenant and mercy with those who love Him, and with 
those who keep His commandments, 

5 we have sinned and committed iniquity, we have done wickedly and rebelled, even by 
departing from Your precepts and Your judgments. 

6 Neither have we heeded Your servants the prophets, who spoke in Your name to our 
kings and our princes, to our fathers and all the people of the land. 

7 O Lord, righteousness belongs to You, but to us shame of face, as it is this day --- to the 
men of Judah, to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and all Israel, those near and those far 
off in all the countries to which You have driven them, because of the unfaithfulness 
which they have committed against You. 

8 "O Lord, to us belongs shame of face, to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, because 
we have sinned against You. 

9 To the Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness, though we have rebelled against 
Him. 
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